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‘…it must be conceded at the 
outset that there clings about 
the profession of 
schoolmastering a certain 
slight social disability; it is 
regarded as one of the less liberal 
of the liberal professions: it is 
not a profession which, to use a 
vile phrase, ‘leads to’ anything 
in particular; that is to say, it is 
not held to be a profession for a 
very capable or ambitious 
man.’





‘Failed in the real world, then why not 
become a teacher?’



THE CURSE 
OF THE 
CANON









‘I was sent down, sir, for 
indecent behaviour.’ 

‘Indeed, indeed? Well, I shall 
not ask for details. I have been 
in the scholastic profession for 
long enough to know that 
nobody enters it unless he has 
some very good reason which 
he is anxious to conceal.’



LET’S TALK 
ABOUT 
MONEY 

(AND 
HOLIDAYS)



BEEN 
THERE, 
DONE 
THAT



THE 
MEDIA 
GLARE



The fatal four…

• The curse of the canon

• Let’s talk about money

• Been there, done that

• The media glare



WHAT SHOULD THE 
MESSAGE BE?



1. Good teaching just matters for 
individuals and society

‘Better than a thousand days of diligent study 
is one day with a great teacher.’ 

Japanese Proverb



2. Teachers change lives

‘He was an inspirational teacher… He was the first teacher to really 
enthuse me… He really changed the direction of my life.’ 

James Dyson, scientist and inventor

‘She was one of those teachers who has the ability to fire your imagination 
and to entertain… All I know is that she was very sensitive to people and 

everyone who was lucky enough to be taught by her, loved her.’ 

Helen Mirren, actor



2. Teachers change lives

‘There was an absence in my life and Mrs Thorogood filled 
it… She was profoundly important to me.’

Alan Davies, comedian

‘Thanks to Peter Way, suddenly school was a great place to be and 
I couldn’t wait to get back after the holidays… As time goes by I 

realise even more how much I owe to Peter Way.’ 

Andrew Motion, former Poet Laureate





3. TEACHING IS INTELLECTUALLY 
STIMULATING AND KEEPS YOUR 

BRAIN ACTIVE



4. WE ARE 
CUSTODIANS OF 

KNOWLEDGE 



5. It’s an exciting time to become a 
teacher – yes, really



How do we get the message out?

1. How do we talk about teaching socially?

2. How do we talk about teaching to our pupils?

3. How do we actively promote teaching at school?

4. How do we get the outside world into schools?

5. How do we get teachers’ voices heard more in 
the public sphere?





QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

• How do you talk about teaching socially and to your pupils?

• What’s in our power to change? What lies with government?

• What are you doing in your school to promote teaching?

• @harryhudson21

• harryhudson21@gmail.com

• @roy_blatchford

• royb88@gmail.com


